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DAYTON 
Dayton HamVention — April 23-25 


Here's the schedule for BMHA’s fourth anoual Forum. 


ROOM: 2 
Five panelists will ach intradace a bicycle mile topic 

for discussion by presenting a short demonstration, after which 

members ofthe audizoce wll contribute relted ideas. 


FORUM PANELISTS: 
Ned Mountain, WC4X - “HF While Bicyclo-Mobile ~ 
Experiments and Observations” 


Russ Dwarshuis, KBSU - “Pedaling My Way tothe 
HamVeation” ~ A Slide Show 


Bob Puthuj, KE8ZJ - “Hints, Kinks, and Ideas ~ from the 
loo” 


EYEBALL Friday, April 23, 5:30 107. We'll got together for 
‘chat and refreshment in Jean and Hartley Alley's room a the 
Holiday Ian North, I-74 and Wagoner Ford Road. Call the 
motel dest 513-278 4871 to get Hartley's room number. All are 
invited, whether BMHA members or aot. Wear your name ag. 
Plan are that Inter we'll go down to diane therein the moe 


2 METER CONTACT Well wo 146.575 simplex as BMHA's 
‘own secret frequency for communicating atthe Hara Arena and 
sat Hartley's hotel. Local repeaters are too busy. 

Put tht frequency in your HT's memories snd monitor it~ wse 
itor any and all BMHA contacts during the entire weekend, 


MESSAGE CENTER To contict other BMHA members at 
Hare Aca, leave WRITTEN messages at booth 305 at the 
‘Arcos. This isthe S-COM booth, and the owner, Bob Schmidt 
WASFHO, has offered todo this for us. Be there daily at 11:30, 
to join the BMHA Lunch Bunch. (Booth 35 is very close to 
the Food Service Area.) If you have trouble finding our Lunch 
Bunch, just give us a shout on 146,575 simpler. 


DAYTON HAMVENTION! 


DAYTON 
Second Annual BMHA Bike Tour 


1992 witnessed the frst BMHA bike tour to be held in 
conjunction with the Dayton HamVeation. Those atending the 
‘oar hi an enjoyable time, with planning forthe Second Anus 
[BMHA Bike Tour beginning son afterwards. The date for this 
year's tour is Saturday Apel 28. Hosts for the event ae aga 
Jim Gumbert, NCEY, and Ken Nofsinger, AES 

‘You will have a choice of « 10- of 30-mile tour, both 
fides ting place on roads in and around Tipp City, which ie 
located just 10 miles north of the HamVenton site ‘The 30- 
miler will passthrough three Ohio counties and four VHF 
Century Club grid squares, so bring your tnnscevers ~ and of, 
course we'll be communicating bicycle-mobile within the proup 
‘swe padal along. picnic atthe Park will follow the ride 


Notice: You must be 18 oF older to go on these rides, 
Riders should plan to arrive atthe Tipp City Park oo Tater than 
1:30 pm. Both tours will leave the Pak promply at 2 pa. 
‘Talkin tothe Park wil be onthe Mia County Amatcur Radio 
(Club repeater, 145.23 (600). The primary intra-group 
‘communications channel onthe rides wil be 146.375 simplex — 
‘the regular BMHA “sere” frequency. 

Participants inthis Second Annual BMHA Bike Tour 
will be ssvarded a certificate commemorating thet participation 
in the event, along with codorsements which can be earned 
turing the ride. 


Although our tour is informal, not to mention FREE, it 
‘would be helpfl to know how many people to expect. Let us 
now what distance you plan to ride and if you are bringing 
anyone who woa't be riding. Please send an SASE by April 
12 wo Ken Noffsinger, AES, (see addrest below). Tour 
‘information, maps, et., will be mailed out shortly thereafter. If 
‘you miss that deadline, we wil have information available at 
BMHA gatherings prior to the tour, or you can get directions 
from us onthe talkin frequency, 145.23, just before the ie. 


Jim Gumbert, NCBY 
Ken Noffinger, AEST 
14) Kent Road 
Tip Ci, 0145371 


BIKER'S WORLD OF HF 


(he following article, reprinted from the November 1992 issue 
(Badger State Smoke Stgnats, i stirring acount ofrecer! 
“Guinness record”, 75Dsile, biketo-ike QSO berween two 
ationallnown BMHA members.) 


QRP BICYCLE-TO-BICYCLE QSO 
by Richard Regent, K9GOF 
‘Milwaukee, WI 


We is a brisk 46 degrees with drizzle from an 
‘overeast sky when Elroy Shelley, WBSGIE, puts on 2 
heavy warm coat and gloves, leaves the warmth and 
‘dryness of his apartment in Milwaukee to take a bicycle 
fide. It is October 10th, 1992, and almost 4 p.m. when 
he is cycling near ‘Timmerman Field Aiport in 
Wauwatosa, a few miles west of his home. 

‘Attached to his bicycle, WBOGIE has his 
Argonaut transceiver with 3 watts output, some 
batteries and a 20-meter Huster short vertical. At 4 
m., on schedule and pedaling along, Eoy gives 2 call 
on 14.253 MHz SSB, “WC4X, this is WBSGIE". There 


Another few calls and there is the good sounding 
signal of Ned Mountain, Extra Class WC4X in Adan 
‘Georgia, who is mobile on his Cannondale bicycle. 

‘Ned uses a Mizuho hand-talkie from Japan 
(6328) which runs 3 watts with a rewound hamstick 
vertical antenna. Etoy exciaims, “We got you in he 
Sounds great, really exciting, can't believe it, 
congratulations!" Ned replies, This is unbeliovat 
‘They exchange 5 by 7 signal reports, weather data and 
‘other information. 

Ned reports he is woaring a T-shit and shorts, 
has 75-degree weather and an overcast sky. Coasting 
down a hill at 17 MPH, Ned clearly says, "This is 
something I'l remember for a long time.” As the OSO 
‘continues Ned says Elroy is stronger, around 5 by 8. 

'WCAX asks if there is anyone else on frequency 
Who would lke to talk to him. | give my call and we 
SO briefly. Just before I transmit agsin, Ned says he 
will put on his tape recorder logging system so that he 
has all our data to tend a OSL card. KATWY, columnist 
for CO magazine, is also on frequency and gives Boy & 
call from his location. Eloy says, “I can hear everyone 
fine except there are some noisy aiplanes taking off 
Fight here that are deafening at times. 


Both bicycle hams are experienced: Ned, who 
‘gave a HF biking presentation at Dayton this’ year, 
Worked England, Peru, New Mexico, and Minnesota on 
1 motors biking just the day before. Eloy, who has 
worked 80 countries, all states and continents from his 
bike says, 5y 10 work Japan, but to got a rare 
country Ihave to battle it out withthe big guys 

‘Then according to schedule, WBSGIE and WC4X 
change to 21.285 MHz. Ned changes antennas without 
stopping; meanwhile, Eloy puts his kickstand down to 


‘make antenna changes and adjustments. | hear WBSGIE 
‘but WCAX is not heard. Finally a band change to 7.258 
MHz. However the Pennsylvania QS Party is in 
Drogress here so they decide to skip a 40-meter GSO 
‘attempt. 

‘The wind and ain chiled Ekoy's hands and 
head, yet he never used the umbrella he took along 
‘Attar all, he had just made an exciting RP QSO on 20, 
‘meters with another rider in Georgia ~ all of 700 miles 
away, and bieycle-to-bieyele at that. 

roy grips the cold wet, handlebars, pedals his 
bike towards home, smiles and says to himself, "Plain as 
day, incre 


CONTACT 


‘This ithe “Eneed help’ department ofthe NewsLetter. It serves, 
tat clearing houte where our readers can exchange information 
fn a one-on-one basi Send in your request ~ we'll ran 


Creator of Pacific Crest Bicycle Teil ~ « mountainous 
road-hased route from Canada to Mexico seeks ham iouring 
‘yelists for week-long trip oa Oregoa section ofthe Tal in late 
Ine, Camping, cooking, SO-mile days. Operate HF QRP and 
VHF HT. 
Bll Paul, KDSIUI, 

7397 Exell Way 

‘Sen Mateo, CA 94403 

‘M15-345-7021 ees 


1 like t operate CW while bike-matile, Would like 
contact from anybody who bas bad experience, Need info on 
‘table Keyer, paddles, other details. 
Lary Lemoine, NIEPE 
1 Blrchland Ase. 
Springfield, Ma 01119 
37829578 eer 


LETTERS 


Dear sr, 

Plas send sample newneerand membenip inf about he 
[BMHA. Heard of BMA fm the Word of Kea couen in CQ 
Magasce, March 1993, 

1 spend tof tine on my biol and Ket we her 2 
vce ear or my scanner while ring, Duco a bean condition, Hind 
feral ie for my fe. Te doctor tld me to exec valk od) 
robe de. Thats incentive! 

have several das for antennas which I woul Ie to chk 
thoes to se ifthe Meat are practical. As « QRP opeaioe (QR? 
[ARC # 765), woul an Uke fo havea ty a operating HP ile 
Diya 

"Tonks for the information and maybe we can work ike to- 
ike one day om HE. work 1S meer CW. 

2 
cae Hanan, KOBZY 
‘41 Mandan Ave. 
Metoure, FL32035 


CLUBS & EVENTS 


The GREAT OHIO BICYCLE 
ADVENTURE 
(he Great Ohio Bicycle Adventure (GOBA) sa week 

long bieyle tour of the cente back roads of rural Ohio. With 
the accent on taking teary and enjoying the sTghs, the average 
‘daily ditance ir SO miles. Ths year's event ~ GOBA V ~ runs 
‘fom June 20 10 the 26h, GOBA would like 10 aid more 
‘eyeiemabile hams toler cor of hao Belpers. If terested, 
140 Hams Needed” blow. ~~Ei) 


Dear Harley, 

"This is in response to your request for information 
shout the GOBA, and how ham radio works in conjunction with 
‘he bicycle ride.” Bill Shar, WEMGI, (GOBA Commanications 
Dieetor) and Ihave worked together since GOBA Il in 1980, 
Eich year we lear more, get more utilization from ham radi 
and improve our communications for the health, safety and 
welfare ofthe riders. Ham rao it» comertone of GOBA and 
‘lps ensure a safe ride forall participants 


‘Our radio plan is a thre tier operation: 
First, out most cecal assignment is riding in the thee 
squadimedic vehicles tat travel with GOBA all week and 
rroviding radio connection with net control, who then dispatches 
them to accents and other medical sitions involving irs 

Secondly, we use volusier local ham “operators 
stationed at preplanned spots along the route at dangerous 
intersections, riroad tracks, and other important places alert 
et contol of safety situations, accidents, breakdowns, ee 
“Their primary responsibility is the safety nnd health ofthe ders 
Wan fatersection is particularly dangerous, we usually have 
sheriffs deputy of stat police officer stationed there for trafic 
ontrol. We do not ask the haens to “play traffic cop, but only 
commarisat aft informatio. 

‘Thirdly, but just as important, are the bicycle-mobile 
ams. In our second year of using ham radio, GOBA TI, we 
decided to advertise and encourage tike-mobile operation. 1 did 
ot fel that they coud really he of much help ~ {figured that, 
tmost hike hame wie HT's and rubber dock antennas and 
therefore have ery limited ange. To our surprise, about half of 
‘ur incidents that year were fist ported by bike-obile hams! 
Iibey could not gino the local repeater drt, they would 39 
simplex on the repeater output apd usually reach x local car 
‘mobile har out oa the route, ‘The lca ham would then relay to 
net contol who then dispatched our squad of contacted lo 
quad if needed, Last Year, we had aboot 15 bicycle-moki 
hams along the route each day, and again they were a vita ink 
in providing a sae rie. 


‘The local hams are very important, We use them 
and their repeaters for several reasons they know the tertory 
and the rao coverage and weak spots, they know routes to 
hospitals in emergencies, thir repeaters and high profile 
tnennas have beter coverage than if we brought along out own 
fortable repeater, and they know the danger spots, trafic 
falteras an road conditions 

(GOBA is fertile testy for BMHA. Each year we get 
questions about what Kiad of rig and antena to use. 
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recommend the half-wave antenna and refer them to your 
ewnletir for information, Also, they want information on 
tatteres, powering options, and radio mounting methods. AS 
Til mentioned in hit last Iter, wo will again have 2 GOBA 
rally Tor hime Jing the rds, We wil probably bave pizza and 
on one evening afer the ride forall the hams involved. ‘The 
Toca hana enjoy meeting the bike-motile ams and vice Versa 
and much interest i generated about mabile operation from 
Iheyclet 

ope thi info is wel 19 your readers. See you at 
Dayton, 73 


Rudy Moris, NSEDH, Har Radio Coordinator, GOBA 
‘512 Abo PL 


(he following i reprinted fom the 1993 GOBA Newsleter,) 


HAMS NEEDED! 


GOBA has been succesful partly Jue tothe gret help 
given us hy the ar radia community. Once again this 
‘year, we will have hams along the route, and hams on 
bytes taking part im the tour. IF you would like to 
help, of if you are a rider and would lke to ring your 
HT and act as an emergency contact while onthe route, 
please give ws call. Pleae contact Ruy, NEFDH, a1 
614-846 1896, inthe evening, or drop line to GOBA 
Hams, POB 14384, Columbur, OH 43216 


EDITOR'S COLUMN 


BMHA Still Getting Plenty Ink 

‘Scanning through the various ham magazics you might 
ave sen these pieces about BMHA and bicyele-mobiing: 
>>> CQ, March 93, pge 70. A sory with photos detaiting 
the HFavhilesiking exploits of BMHA‘es Ely Shale, 
\WBSGIE and Ned Mountain, WAX. This followed by » muck 
appreciated listing ofthe beefits of membership inthe BMA. 
5 renders sent for BMHA info, resulting, to date, in ten new 
members 
>> Worldadio, March '83, page 38. In the January 93 
itm there wa fide pie on geting id of nies tat bog us 
‘when we operate out ham radon in out cars, At the end the 
{thor jokingly saye tht if you ca’ rid ofthe noses then 
bheyslemobile, Ned Mountain, WCAX, Jumped on this, and 
set Letr fo the Editor outining some ofthe noe problems 
b's encountered while brycle-mobile, as caused by power 
lines, electric fence, et. Readers ofthis aed fr info about 
Ihnw to join BMHA. 27 queries ave relied in seven new 
member, andthe sl come in 
$>> amateur Communications, January "93, page 43. 
Short pice about BMHA and what we sand for, aad how we 
bel those just geting started inthis double obby of 
‘arming end eying. 
>>> QST, March 93, page $2. A very import atice on 
Bicycle Mobile Antenans.Well-writen, nicely -iatrated, his 
{you must sce, if just to read how these two Tenans have 
eign a rear carrie tht serves as cousepoise for « 5/8 
wip. 


AFRICATREK Faces Armed Resistance 

[Last inte we ran short report on Africatek. Led by 
members Dan and Steve Buettner, Afficatrek is « S-man, 
10,000-mile, 1S-ountey, cycling expedition that is now 
‘underway in an attempt to crom the African continent. 

‘Dan Keep a journal ofall the exiting details and sends 
it back to his Miaseapolis base for publication inthe Afiatrek 
‘neinleter. T thought you'd like to see this except from “The 
‘Adventure Begs 

‘On the first morning. outside the hideously 
polluted city of Annaba (Algerie) we were stopped et a 
‘ormy roadblock. A soldier, cradling an AK-47 (which 
fires 19 rounds per second) waved us tothe side of the 
‘road and demanded our paper’. 

“What are you doing in Algeria?” the guard 
asked gruffly. “We're tourists," we replied. “Why aren't 
you on a bus?” “We're bicycling across Atrice,"we 
replied. “Then you are not tourists, you're in 
transit...Open your bags.” The soldier picked thvough 
‘one pannier of dity clothes, another carrying bike parts, 
2 third stuffed with our tents and a fourth, where he 
found my supply of Powerbers in their fol wrappers. 
“Drugs?” he inquired, The soldier eyed me suspiciously, 
holding out a Berry-ovored bar. "Food," / said. 

The soldier dug deeper, using the barrel of his 
‘gun as a probe. “More drugs?” he accused, now waving 
{2 chocolate Powerbar. “Open it!” he ordered. 1 peeled 
‘back the wrapper reveeling @ derk brown slab of 
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carbohydrates which the guard seid bore # frightening 
resemblance to some of the finer yrades of Moroccan 
hashish. “Try it," | stutered, “I's like condy.” The 
‘au0rd took 2 bite and smiled. “Aright," he seid,” you 
‘can go. Enjoy your stay in Algeri 


A Neat Mount for Your HT 
"A while tack T decided that {wasn't too pleas with 
amy Bike-nobile sp, Tcaried the HT on my Blt which was 
{tae and jolfee place, bat Thad to stop and take the HT off 
tny bet if waned to lok athe digital readout. $0 cut the top 
offs cyclists water bot, stuffed the HT in he Bote (with 
aiding) and weat to bike stores looking for » botle cage that 
ou mount on your handlebars. 
(The ide ofcourse being that the HT in he botle would ese 
in the cage on the bars, right upfront where I could seit and 
pert it aI pled slong.) 

AIL T could find in the bike stores was those ther 
fimey plastic tl cages, ad none of them could be moused 
cn the ‘bars. Then I remembered an oldtne ilrde fm tht 
Thad dealt with years ago: Cycl-Pedia ne, i Adrian, Mt 
“They have in tock the TA brand bar-montbotle cage, Made 
in France of chrome-plated steel, this ragged cage was the 
Sanda setup with all the top racers and tourists back in the 
(G's. It weighs jas over tree ounces, but i rigid enough 10 
‘safely bold your HT, and it goes for about $10. Just phooe 
{Cyclo-Pedia at 1-800°678-1021 (orders oaly and they'll end it 
‘out same-day. (Maybe you shold mention BMA.) 


Using knife oF nippers, judiciously cut away at the 
water bottle until you bive x shape that will hold the HT 
‘scurely yo allow you to see the readout and alo have acces to 
the various butions and switches. (Betier do a practice run on an 
‘old beatup ttle) Make allowance for venting the HT's heat 1 
use styrofoam for padding inside the bottle, and secure the rig 
‘with atin bungee cov, lest «sudden bump or quick stop case 
the HT to go flying othe ground or, worse, int the spokes. 

From my rearcarrier-mounted Larsen PHW"1S0 half 
‘wave anienna Tran the cout along the top tube to the rig. With 
iy spaker-mike attached to my collar I can steer the bike with 
‘one hand and operate the HT andthe mike with the ober. {ike 
this setup. It's af, secure and 


Back Issues 
"You can purchase any of the ten back lamer of the 
[MHA NewsLetter for $2 each, postpaid. For info on the 
conteots of the various isues send a business-sze SASE to 
BMHA and atk for the Index. This service avaiable to 
‘members only. (Continued on the next page.) 


Need Tech Articles 

(Our readers seem to like us to keep a nice balance 
botwoea technical atclos and stores about bik tip adventures. 
The later we have in quite good supply ~ its the technical 
acicle that's hard to fad. Right sow, today, we need pices on 
Power sources, antennas (homebrew of store-bought), bow to 
Fount radio o antenna on bike, aod any cer subject that you 
think our readers wil find bef 

‘Sead me your ideas, whether in final form or as an 
‘outline. Like all the other club newsletters, we don't pay our 
‘writers, bot they do have the satisfaction of sharing thei Meas 
county vide with fellow bkiekams, 


Which Tour Has the Most Hams on Bikes? 

“The ham leaders of the Great Ohio Bicycle Adventure 
(ee GOBA story elsewhere inthis issue) have thrown down the 
‘gauntlet, They claim that GOBA has more bicyele-nobile riders 
on their tour than has anyother similar event. This has got to 
‘mean that GOBA thinks they have more bikie-bams on the ride 
than does the Hilly Hundred, the Tour of the Scioto River 
Valley (TOSRV), the Register American's Great Bieyle Ride 
Across Town (RAGBRAD, oF any of the other large-scale 
cycling events 

‘We at BMHA will be glad to help stile this mate. 
‘We ask thatthe ham leaders ofthese events send ina complete 
roster of the hams who actually participa in their event as 
bicyele mobile operators. To count, the names, calls, and 
AMdrewer mast be chided. In an upcoming issue we'll 
fonounce the result, and inthe meantime we'll send sample 
EMA NewsLetter to those on the liste who are not members 
Spread the word. 


See you at Dayton! 


Harty Alley, NAOA, Etor 


BMHA's Official Logo 


Members have been aking for an official BMH logo 
design that they could use on their QSL cards. Afr much 
‘aiberation it has ben decided that we'll go withthe design that 
‘yas created by Huss Dwarsbuis, KBSU ~ seo the last page ofthe 
previous isu. Here it is! Just tll your printer to Sopy it and 
ede it othe proper size, 


BICYCLE MOBILE 


BMHA NEWSLETTER 
EDITOR: Hartley Alley, NADA, 


BOARD OF ADVISORS: 
‘Rasell Dwarsis, KBEU Len Koppl, KDORC 
Mike Nickolas, NFON Bob Pulhu), KERZI 
(Chairtun and Founder: Hartley Alle, NAOA 


Permission piven to reproduce any ofthe material 
in this ese, provided the author i credited and the sree 
[f acknowledged as "from the Nevaleter of the Biycle 
‘Mobile Hams of America” Place send clip to adress 
below 


We welcome artiles, suggestions, eter, 
senouncements, photos, artwork — anything poraining fo 
‘eyeling while operating an amateur radi, oF Vee vers. 

Sobel mer il be eit fr cya 
if necouary, shortened to Bt space constants. Materia 
‘should be mbted before Mar , June 1, Sept, or Dee 1 
for inlurion inthe ensuing issu. 


BMIHA NEWSLETTER js the quarterly publication ofthe 
Bicyele Mobile Haass of America. Isued Jan, Apr, July, 
ot 


‘TELEPHONE: 303-194.6559. 
BICYCLE MOBILE HAMS OF AMERICA (BMHA) 
1% 4009, Boulder, CO 80306 


ABOUT BMHA 


For the information of our first-time readers, 
Bicycle Moule Hams of Aerie got its tat when & 
*Sury* in the Jane "89 QST smaasie aed to “pt in touch 
with hams who opemte their radios while bicycle mob, or 
‘hile in ay iber bama-powered convey’, sgped. by 
Hartey Alley, NAUA. Twenty five bam ropnded, filed 
‘ut qontonsire, and received sary of te collected dats 


In April of 90 we had our first BMHA Forum at the 
Dayion HamVention. We played to packed house, overflowed 
the room, and added 54 names to our mailing list. Our ‘91 and 
2 forums were again well-attended, and now BMHA. is 
cstablishad asa “egula” at thie world-renowned event, 


‘This isthe sleventh ino of our quarterly newaete, 
Which as become the clearing house fr the exchange of info 
and ideas for the hams who go on the ait from thet bicycles, 
Since the ast issu ofthis newsletier we have added over 25 new 
members. The total pid membership now stands at 248, with 
‘members in 38 sates, snd four countries, 


BMHA membentip includes: bi-tekly set on 20 
‘meters, annual meeting and Forum atthe Dayton HamVeotin, 
membership directory, packet lst, and the BMHA NewsLeter, 
which has articles on bike trips, antennas, other gear, operating 
‘ips, ee. Membership application blank a the nett last page, 


OUR PEOPLE 


‘A mid-March study of the BMHA  membersip 
‘daubase war focused on the level of license held by our 
members. A comparison was made withthe licenses held by all 
USA ham, as reported in the Radio Amateur CALL BOOK. 
“This is what we found 


chase Poy usa 
ExIRA a ay 
aOVANCED 288 200 
GENERAL 1 an 
‘TECHNICIAN 238 20 
novice aw 1 


1 guess these figures could lad you to conclide that the 
[BMHA is high class outfit ~ no pun intended. Next issue 
we'll do a study of "most miles pedaled in one day". Send in 
‘hove Questionnaires if you wast Your mile cout. Ed. 


BMHA NET....ON 20 
Getting Ready for Spring Cycling 


‘Are we all Spending time on our indoor tines geting 
ready for the Sping cycling season? I bet you are doing ns 
toch on your trainer ax I'am, bub! Actually tried riding 
‘outside about six weeks ago on my mountain bike, Parts ofthe 
road were clear, with snow and ice on only 75% ofthe road, 

‘OF course it was the bike's fault for alin over when 
‘hit the ice. twas als the bike's fault when the ground came 
‘ight up and hit my eight arm and broke it just below the elbow. 
‘Asalways, I was wearing my belmot. No damage to the belnet 
fr my head! Seems like there are two lesons to be learaed 
bere. One is o ALWAYS WEAR YOUR HELMET: and two, 
DON'T RIDE ON ICE! I'm back on the bike now. Needle to 
‘say, 'm making sure the rouds re clear ud not ie-covered 


“This winter we've had some memorable sessions on the 
BMHA Net We've even hnd a few biycle-mobiles check-ins, 
and lots of good discussions about antennas, radios and turing 
plans. Many of the regulars are helping me to hear the 
Midwestem check-ins. Several members on the act have 
indicated. that they'll be bringing projects to the Dayton 
HanVeatin, to show us atthe BMHA Forum. Hope to sce you 
there af the BMHA Forum, the Daily Lunch Buneh, and the 
Friday Eyeball for deals, see page 1.) 

Many of us are planning cycling tips this summer. 
(Check into the BMHA Net and bea all the details. The BMHA 
[Net meets on the first and third Sunday of each month, on 
14.253, at 0000 UTC. Be there! 


Mike Nikolaus, NFON, BMHA Net Control 
“IGE, 32nd S 
‘Sioux Cy, NE 68776 


BITS & PIECES 


Mysterious Static 

If you bear saticlke noise on your HF bicyclo-mobile 
Fig while eveling aspen of 10 MPH or retr, ad the static 
{Tiappeas or rcs when you aply the brakes, you may have 
{cate of poor contact between the rim andthe hub. Measuring 
this with a chim mer wil verify ermbc contact. Repacking 
the bearings with clean grease and earflly adjusting the 
hearings fora mug it cures the problem. T used to er slightly 
‘0 the looe side wea adjoting wheel bearings. Now tht I'm 
on HE when undersny Ihave changed ny tearing adjestet 
cfitera ever 0 sigh 


Power in a Bottle 

My handlebar bag was beginning to get» litle obese, 
what with ite sizable load of four Mézuho HF ratios and six D 
Cella, ‘The solution to the problem was to move the batteries out 
‘ofthe bag to place on the bike where the weigh could be more 
asily tolerated, Taking x cue from « commercially available 
bevel lighting system, I discovered that w standard sie cycling 
wattle can comfortably hold six D cells 

1s really quite ear to rg. Carefully cut the top off an 
‘old waterbotle, “Then place two layers of rechargable D cll i 
the bottle, with thre cll in each layer. I wited each layer toa 
sonsector on top separsely so they can be connected in series 
{12 volte for radio operation), o i parallel (6 volts for use with 
tay headlight). The waterbotle naturally fit in the cage end of 
‘ours i very secure. My only concer with this device i that 
‘when T go through airport security it will probably look very 
sumpiciou onthe x-ray machine! 


Ned Mountain, WAX 
TSS Carriage Station Circe 
Roswell, GA 30075 


‘The author's biyelemmobile setup showing, his Power Bote and 
“Biterophone™. The antenna is a mulichand Ham Stick 
‘mounted on a Radio Shack CB antenna mirror mount. Behind 
‘the antenna i battery-powered Visa Ligh 


BM's OLDEN DAYS 


‘Research on this series of stories about the early days 
of bicylemobile operation ts being done by Neil Friedman, 
IDF, of Boulder, Colorado. A prominent collector of han 
radio memorabila, Nel searched though his collection of old 

found this sory in @ OST from World War 


Home-front Hams in World War IT 

Reading this utile in the QST of July 1943, your 
BMHA edior noted these facts about the CD-WERS ~ Civilian 
Defense. Wartime Emergency Radio Service: During World 
‘War Ill regular har radio operation was cancelled, de to the 
government's fear that hams could, whather inadvertently or 
Intetionally, give out information that could aid the enemy: 
‘This was no big blow to's good many of the hams, Afterall, 
they were already in uniform and serving a radio operators for 
the Army, Navy or one of the other services. 

“The hams who Were left at home ~ some not deaf 
because they didn't pass the physical, and others who held 
<ivilin jobs that were essential to the defense industry ~ bad 90 
‘way to get onthe at, until the government formed the Wartime 
Emergency Radio Service. 

“The WERS licenses (oly 170 at the time of this 
1943 piece) served as wardens who patrolled their 
‘neighborhoods at night wad reported by radio aay indiaion of 
enemy activity. Inthe coastal tates, in patcular hey were cn 
the vatch for enemy submarine or plane activity. Gasoline 
‘atoning and the sboce weight of early 40's bam gear made the 
bieyele a matralfor WERS service. 


Here's an excerpt from QST, July 1943 
"Operating Procedure”. 

Let us begin by saying that CD-WERS is not 
tham radio, nr a substitute therefor... commniation 
sould be made to sound busisenlike and official 
you are participating merely forthe fun of it, bests 
ives you a chance to et back on the ae and exercise 

jen WERS has no place for you unless 
‘mend your ways. You wil do your 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION’ 


BICYCLE MOBILE HAMS OF AMERICA (BMHA) 
Please complete and return to: 


country, younelf amateur rio and WERS ore bar than 
sod. WERS is rt fn. Wie print jb, «service we do 
Witou pecuniary gin, wen witout task: bat we are not 
ong itor eter py or thas, we are ding ta service to 
four courtry. If that cnt enough son fr you take pa 
then we advise that you dp 
‘Mestifeation. Compete Mentifeaton mat be 

sven atthe ginning nd edi of each complete eacange 
Sf communications, -..Wih enemy anes apaching, 
Inowever, ansouncement of cll eters mig reveal the 
‘econ of your unis. Iie recommended, erefoe the 
‘ny time afer the blue let al unl the allen, el lees 
be omit, as well ar any other nkomation hat might 
mil be of vale te he enn. 

yolve your prcafure around the slgin "The 
vemy might be ltening™ and arrange i 20 thal the 
Prevsnably lieing enemy wil no way be sided by your 


Ception om this photo: 

Bert J. Lisy, WSWLP, ix here seen operating portable 
anit 96 of WERS station WIIH, in East ‘Cleveland, Obl, 
WSWLPYs bicele curries three 45-volt block of "B” batteries, 
ight 1 1/2vole dry celle (sired in serex parallel to furnish 6 
volts forth ranceiver), am Abbot DK-3 trancever and 15-inch 
busbar antenna, 


BMHA, Box 4009, Boulder, CO #0306 pate 
Nane. cail License Class 
Address, 

city, state rip 
Individual: $10 per year Family: $15 Foreign: $15 


(us ‘or cA¥) 


(Pay by check in US dollars or international money order) 


(Make check payable to BMHA) 


(check one) New Menber. Renewal. 


Enclosed is my check for ¢ 


NEW MEMBERS 


Were pleased oad these names o our Membership Lit: 


an Atop, NODA, 375 HW Cane Cain 8 97330 

ime trey, KRIOM, 6 Walgrod,Wilnap P1701 

enn A Bart KIEKOW, RD BOx31, One, NY 120 

Steve Bars, NIREV, FOR 2, Prince RODD 

Davin, WASTTE, 31 Beth Av agora M753 

Dk Hoot, HOFF, 2108 Lay De NE, Cat ape 1A S22 
aN 22790 Deere, Now MES 


TRV, N§ Ne La, Rey Moot NCTA 
PX, 3 Steyn A, Ones ON, CAN KIM 
Liny Lamon, NIEPE, 131 Bend pl MA O19 

1 Le, KAQF/ZF2RL, Hyp RI BoD, Seth ALIS 
i tnd RAE, 2000 Harvey Lake Ri, Might MES 
‘Wn spn, KEBASC, $0 Seth Ma, ping OH 808 
‘Do Many, WSULE, 07 Oak Dr Fenton TX 755 

‘Devt Moly, NTLKBVS, 11 Sore De, Sle OR 74074 


uly Nore, ANGE, 3 rk Dr, Ses Jo CA S123 
‘Lad Pt, HOOOW, $240 Mon, Cg 486 

‘on Rie, 3201 nksn San Francie CA SA 
‘ay W Spay, 6416 Yer Mee LA 7000 
nee Singh AADED, 291 Picton, Mimo MN S416 
Wo. War, NIBH, 37906 Co RA ASW, Midtown BV 47396 


‘Wh radon ham fendinas, mak conser 
Sth hee new members, welcome the to BMH, 
hep them ith ony problem hey might have 


BMHA NEWSLETTER 


Bicycle Mobile Hams of America 
PO Box 4009 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Address Correction Requested 


First Class Mail 


QSL CORNER 


In this space we feature QSL cards that have 
byclemobile motif. Send your tn. We'l ra i. 


This isthe letterhead of new member Rick Hamblin, NOTPO. 
ick writes tht he's mew at hasaning but has already made a 2- 
Imeter, IOday “bikemobe" tour of northern Michigan, and is 
looking for advice on HE gear t's bike-compatbl. 


Avoloizing for leaving off the word "Mobile", Gene Tabor, 
1KB70G, of Pare West, Uiah, sent us this nicely designed QSL 
in color, of couse. 


